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MEMBER S 


RELIGIOUS SOCIETY 


In and about the 


Cities of Briſtol, London, and 
Weſtminſter. 


GENTLEMEN, 


S8 this SERMON was 
preached with an Intent 
to promote and encourage your 
Societies, I hope you will accept 
it, as a 1 of my Gra- 
titude 


[v] 
titude for thoſe many Benefits 
I have received, under Go p, 
{= by aſſociating ſometime with 
you. 
IT's true indeed I had not 
the leaſt thought of letting 
any other of my Diſcourſes ſee 
the Light : But ſuch was the 
 - Zeal of ſome of my Briſto/ 
Friends (tho? certainly in this 
Inſtance of it, as the Diſcourſe 
itſelf will ſhew, miſguided) that 
having gotten-a very incorrect 
Copy, they ordered it to be 
publiſhed, and near Four Hun- 
dred of the Firſt Impreſſion 
were ſold off in Briſtol, before 


I Was apprizedl of any ſuch 
5011. Deſign 


[wi] 
Deſign being auing 0 on, at 
leaſt before a Letter, which I 
ſent — to forbid, the 
Proſecution of it, could teach 
os City. But when I came 
to peruſe one of them , J found 
0 many Things left out, ſo ma- 
ny Pages inſerted, which (tho 
written by me on a particular 
Occaſion) had little or no Re- 
ference to the main Deſi ign of 
the Diſcourſe, that I was oblig- 
ed in my own Defence to let a 
Second, leſs incorrect, Edition 
(tho very unworthy of any Pu- 
blication at : "hp be. printed off, 


AND now # Gop (as he 
often works by the meaneſt 
Inſtruments) 


Cy 


1 
n 


if; Via 5 1 
Inſtruments) ſhould vouchſafe 
to bleſs it to any of your Mem- 
bers, I ſhall. not repent (cho 
F did repent) of it's being pu- 
| | bliſhed without the Conſent or 
= n of, 
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GanTLEMEN, 
„ - Your hearty well wits; 
And unworthy Servant in cant 187, 
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E CCL Es. iv. 9, 16, 11, t2. 
Two are better than One, becauſe they out a 


good Reward for their Labour, 


For if they fall, the One will lift up his Fel. 
low but wo to him that is alone when he 


falleth ; for be hath not another fo help | 


him up. 


ein if Tus tie Member, thnithey have / 
N but how can One be warm alone? 


And if One prevail againſt” bin, Two ſha 
| withfand bim; and a e Cord is 
not 8 broken. | 


MON che n nai Reiden aſfignable 
for the fad Day nr True Chriſtiani- 


eurſelves together, in Religious Societies, may 
not be one of the leaſt. That I may there- 


fore do my endeavour towards promoting ſo 


excellent a Means of Piety, I have ſelected a 
Paſſage of Scripture drawn: from the Experi- 
ence of the Wiſeſt of Men, - which being a 
little enlarged on and illuſtrated, will fully an- 


ſwer my preſent Deſign; that being to ſhew, 
iD 535 = 


ty, perhaps the neglecting to aſſemble 
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in the beſt Manner Is can, the Neceſlity and 
. Renefits of Society in general, and of Religious 


Society in particular. 


Tuo are better than one, &c. 


FROM which Words I thall take Occaſion 
to prove, 


Firſt, The Truth of the Wiſe Man's Aſſer- 
tion, viz. Two are better than. One, and 
that in reference to Society in general, 
and * n in en 
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©. Secondly, To aſſign e Reaſons why Tivo 
are better than One, eſpecially as to the 
laſt Particular. Fir, becauſe Men can 
raiſe up one another when they chance 
to flip : For if they fall, the One will lift 
ap. bis Fellow. Secondly, Becauſe/they 
can impart Heat to each other: Again, 

I Tuo lie together, then they have Heat; 

but how can One be warm alone? Thirdly, 

5 hecauſe they can ſecure each other from 

- _- thoſe that do oppoſe them: And if one 
prevail againſt bim, Two ſhall withſtand 
him ; and a Three-fold Cord is not pony 
abn. F rom hence, 
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Thirdly, 


5 


* v9 
f Thirdly, I ſhall take occafion to ſhew the 


Duty mcumbent on every Member of a 
_ Religious Society. 


: Feurthly and /aftly, 1 ſhall draw- an Irife- 
ence or Two from what ſhall have 
been faid; and then conclude with a 

Word or two of Exhortation from the 

DINE - whole. EW 

HF. 4 

R then, 1 am to prove ahi Truth of 

the Wiſe Man's Aſſertion, viz. that Tus are 

better than One, and that in reference to So- 
ciety in general, and r Ry in pw 
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e 56 can | this be done better than by 


Howitip that it is abſolutely neceſſary for the 


Welfare both of the Bodies and Souls of Men ? 
Indeed if we look upon Man as he came out 
of the Hands of his Maker, we imagine him 
to be perfect, entire, lacking nothing. But 
God, whoſe Thoughts are not as our Thoughts, 
ſaw ſomething ſtill wanting to make Adam 
happy. And what was that? Why an Help 
meet for him, For thus ſpeaketh the Scrip- 


ture: Aud the LoRD Gop ſaid, It is not. 
good that the Man ſbould be alone, 1 will make 


an . meet for him. 


LE nn 


— Inn OO" 
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| by. implying- that the Creation would have 


mutual Aſſiſtance of each other, well may we 
ſay, It is not £006 Varg Man to be alne. 


Wants, If we carry our View farther, and 


Country, on purpoſe as it were to oblige us 


ther, that the Eye cannot ſay to the Hand, I 
the Foot, T have no need of thee. 


(4) 


OBn5EtRvr, Gor ſaid, It is not good, there- 


been imperfect, in ſome ſort, unleſs an Help 
was found out meet for Adam. And if this 
was the Caſe of Man before the Fall; if an 
Hels was meet for him in a State of Perfe- 
ction; ſurely ſince the Fall, when we come 
naked and belolek out of our Mother's Wombs, 
when our Wants increaſe with our Years, and 
we can ſcarcely ſubſiſt a Day without the 


| SootzTy, then, we ** is ee ne⸗ 
ceſſary in reſpect to our bodily and penſinal 


conſider Mankind as divided into different Ci- 
ties, Countries, and Nations, the Neceſſity of 
it will appear yet more evident. For hay can 
Communities be kept up, or Commerce. cars 
ried: on, without Society ? Certainly not at all, 
ſince Providence ſeems wiſely to have aſſigned 
a particular Product to almoſt each particular 


to be ſocial; and hath ſg admirably mingled 
the Parts of the whole Body of Mankind toge- 


have no need of thee; nar again the Hand to 


Many 


3 CT 
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EFF © ; 
Man v other Inftances might be given of 
the Neceſſity of Society, in Reference to our 
bodily, perſonal, and national Wants, But what 
are all theſe, when weighed. in the Balance of [| 
the Sanctuary, in Compariſon of the infinite 9 
greater Need df it, with Reſpect to the Soul? 
It was chiefly in Regard to this better Part, U 
no doubt, 8 Go, ſaid, It is not good fr 
the Man to be alone. For let us ſuppoſe. A 
dam to be as happy 28 may be, placed as the 
Lord of the Creation in the Paradiſe of G ons, 
and ſpending all his Hours in adoring. and 
praiſing the Bleſſed Author of his Being: Yet 
as his Soul was the very Copy of the Di- 
vine Nature, whoſe peculiar Property it is to 
be communicative, without the Divine All- 
ſufficiency be could not be compleatly happy; 
becauſe he was alone and incofnmunicative, 
nor even content in Paradiſe for want of a 
Partner in his Joys. Gop knew this, and 
therefore ſaid, Ir 7s not good that the, Man 
ſhould be alone, I will make an Help meet for 2M 
bim. And tho' this proved a fatal Means of . 
his falling; yet that was not owing to any na- 5 0 
tural Conſequence of Society; but partly to that | i 
curſed Apoſtate, who  craftily lies in ait 10 © 
deceive, partly to Adam's own Folly, in rather 


a, to he n with one he loved, 
N ben 


— —— 


[6] 
than truſt in Gop to 8 him op another 
ORE: f „ 


Ir we reflect mdeed on that familiar ler- 
courſe our firſt Parent could carry on with 
Heaven, in a State of Innocence, we ſhall be 

apt to think he had as little Need of Society, 
as to his Soul, as before we ſuppoſed him' to 
have, in Reſpect to his Body. But yet as G op 
and the Holy Angels were ſo far above him on 
the one Hand, and the Beaſts ſo far beneath 
him on the other, there was nothing; like hav- 


ing one to converſe with, who was Bone 9. * 


Bone, and Fleſh of 12 Fleſb. 9 

Max, then, could not be fully pr we 
ſee, even in Paradiſe, without a Companion 
of his own Species, much leſs now he is'dri- 
ven out. For, let us view him a little in His 
natural Eſtate now, fince the Fall, as Having 
his Under/tanding darkened, his Mind alienated 


from the Life of Go p, as no more able to ſee 


the Way wherein he ſhould go; than a Blind 
Man to deſcribe the Sun: That notwithſtand- 
ing this, he muſt receive his Sight Cer he 
can ſee Gop: And that if he never ſees him, 
he never can be happy. Let us view him, I 
ſay, in this Light (or rather this Darkneſs) 


and deny the n, of Society if we can. 
A Divine 


[7] 


A Divine Revelation we find is abſolu tely ne- 


ceſſary, we being by Nature as unable to know, 
as we are to do our Duty. And how ſhall we 
learn except one teach us? But was Gop to 
do this immediately by himſelf, how ſhould 
we, with Moſes, exceedingly quake and fear? 
Nor would the Miniſtry of Angels in this Af- 
fair be without too much Terror. It is Ne- 
ceſſary, therefore (at leaſt Gop's Dealing with 
us hath ſhewed it to be fo) that we ſhould be 
drawn with the Cords of a Man. And that a 
Divine Revelation being granted, we ſhould 


uſe. one another's Aſſiſtance, under Gop, to 


to inſtruct each other in the Knowledge, and 
to exhort one another to the Practice of thoſe 
Things which belong to our everlaſting Peace. 
This is undoubtedly the great End of Society 


intended by Go p ſince the Fall, and a ſtrong 


Argument it is why Two are better than One, 


and why we ſhould not forſake the Aſſembling 


ge together. 


B UT farther, let us conſider. ourſelves as 


Chriſtians, as having this natural Veil in ſome 
Meaſute taken off from our Eyes, by the Aſſi- 


Nance of Go D's Holy Spirit, and ſo enabled to 

fee what He requires of us. 
durſelves in ſome Degree to have taſted the 

good Mord of Life, and to have felt the Pow- 


ers 


* 


Let us ſuppoſe 
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'- exw of the Word to come, influencing ind 
moulding our Souls into a religious Frame: 
To be fully and heartily convinced that we 
are Soldiers liſted under the Banner Cnkisr, 
and have proclaimed open War at our Bap- 
tiſm, again tbe . orld, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, and have perhaps frequently renewed 
our Obligations ſo to do, by partaking of the 
Lord's Supper: That we are ſurrounded with 
Millions of Foes Without, and infeſted with a 
Legion of Enemies Within : That we are com- 
manded to ſhine as Lights in'the World, in 
the midſt of a crooked: and perverſe Genera- 
tion: That we are travelling to a long Eter- , 
| nity, and need all imaginable Helps to ſhew * 
us, and encourage us in our Way thither: Let 
us; 1 fay, reflect on all this, and then how 
hall each of us cry out, Brethren, what a ne- 
ceſſary N it is to meet a in W 
ous Societies Na! of 


TE Primitive Chriftians'y were & fully ſenki 
ble of this, and therefore we," find them con- 
tinually keeping up Communion with each o- 
| ther. For what ſays the Scripture? 'They con- 
tinued Redfaftly in the Apoſtle's Dottrine and 
Fellowſhip, Acts ii. 42. Peter and John were 
no ſooner diſmiſſed by the Great Council, 
chan they haſte away to their Companions. 
And 


154 


And being ſet at Liberty, ſays the Text, they 
cane ta their on, and told them all theſe 
Things which the High Prieſt bad faid unto 
| them, Acts iv. 23. Paul, as ſoon as convert- 
ed, farried three Days with the Diſci 'ples that 
were at Damaſcus, Adds ix. 19. And Peter 
afterwards when releaſed from Priſon, immedi- 
ately goes to the Houſe of Mary, where 
there were great Multitudes aſſembled, praying, 
Acts xii. 12. And it is reported of Chriſtians 
in Aﬀer-Ages that they uſed to aſſemble to- 
gether before Day-light, - to ſing a Pſalm to 
CHRIST as Gop, So precious was the Com- 
munion o Saints in thoſe Days. 


Ir it be aſked, what Advantage we ſhall 
W rea p from ſuch a Procedure now? I anſwer, 
e- much every Way. Two are better than One, 
i- ¶becauſe they have a goad Reward for their 


Labour: For if they fall, the One will lift 


5 up his Fellow; but wo be to him that is alone 
fi- ven be falleth, for be hath not another to help 
on- | kim up. Again, if two lie together, then they 


0. 2 Heat ; but how can One be warm alone ? 


And if one prevail againſt him, Two ſhall 
withſtand him ; and a T bree-fold-Cord is not 
de broken, 


C 


Wuñuren 


[ro ] 

WMuIc directly leads me to my Second 

general Head, under. which I was to aſ- 

fſign ſome Reaſons why Two are better 
ban One veſpecially in Nel gious e 


Gs Man in. his preſent Condition cannot al- 
ways ſtand upright, but by Reaſon of the Frail- 
ty of his Nature cannot but fall, one eminent 
Reaſon why Two are better than One, or in 
other Words, one great Advantage of Religious 
Society is, That when they . the One will 
I fe up bis Fellow. 


Any an excellent Reaſon this, indeed! 
For alas! when we reflect how prone we are 
to be drawn into Error in our Judgments, and 
into Vice in our Practice, and how unable, at 
leaſt how very unwilling, to eſpy or correct 
our own Miſcarriages; when we conſider how 
apt the World is to flatter us in our Faults, and 
how few there are ſo kind as to tell us the Truth; 
what an ineſtimable Privilege muſt it be to 


have a Set of true, judicious, hearty Friends 


about us, continually watching over our Souls, 


to inform us where we have fallen, and warn 


us that we fall not again for the future. Sure- 
ly it is ſuch a Privilege that (to uſe the Words 


of an eminent Chriſtian) we ſhall never know 


the Value of, till we come to Glory, 
wh | Bur 
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* Fx] 
Bu r this is not all; for ſuppoling that we 
could always ſtand: Upright, yet whoſoever re- 
flects on the Diffi culties of Religion in gene- 
ral, and his own Propenſity to Lukewarmneſs 
and Indifference in particular, will find that 
he muſt be zealous as well as ſteudy, if e er he 
expects to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Here, then, the Wiſe Man points out to us 
another excellent Reaſon why Tuo are better 


than One. Again, ſays he, if Two lie togetber, 


then they have Heat; but how can One be 
warm alone? | 


WuTcn was the next Thing to be conſi- 

ö RO: under the Second general Head, 

Dix. to aſſign a ſecond Reaſon why Two 

are better than One, becauſe they can im- 
en Heat to rue other. 


1 An Obleriratibn no leſs true than com- 
mon, That kindled Coals, if placed aſunder, 
ſoon go out, but if heaped together, quicken. 
and enliven each other, and afford a laſting 
Heat. The ſame will hold good in the 
Caſe now before us. If Chriſtians kindled by. 


the Grace of GoDp unite, they will quicken: 
and enliven each other; but if they ſeparate 
and keep aſunder, no Marvel if they ſoon 
you cool or tepid. If Two or Three meet 

C2 together 


* . 


[ x2 1 


1 2 together in Cu R18T's Name, they will hive 
; Ones bat hen can one n 0 RES] | 


. "hon can > he warm er 
The Wiſe Man's expreſſing himſelf by Way 
of Queſtion, implies an Impoſſibility, at leaſt 
a very great Difficulty, to be warm in Religion 
without Company, where it may be had. Be- 
hold here, then, another excellent Benefit flow. 
ing from Religious Society; it will keep us 

Zealous as well as ſtrady, in the Nr of * 
lineſs. 


Bu x to illuſtrate this a little farther by a 
Compariſon or two. Let us look upou our- 
ſelves (as was above hinted) as Soldiers liſted 

1 under CHR IS T's Banner; as going out with 
0 Ten Thouſand to meet one that cometh againſt 
| uss with Twenty Thouſand; as Perſons that are 
to-wreftle not only with Fleſh and Blood, but 
againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, and 
ſpuritual Wickedneſſes in high Places. And 
then, tell me, all ye that fear Gop, if it be 
not an invaluable Privilege to have a Company 
of Fellow Soldiers continually about u, ani- 
mating and exhorting each other to Rand) our 
8 Ground, to keep our Ranks, and manfully 
to follow the Captain of our Salvation, cho it 
8 be thro' a Sea of Blood? 
| Laſh, 
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[131] 
- Laſtly; Lt tus: confider ourſelves in ano- 
ther View before mentioned, viz. as Perſons 
travelling to a leng Eternity; as reſcued by 
the free Grace of Go p in ſome Meaſure from 
our natural Egyptian Bondage, and marching 
under the Conduct of out Spiritual Faſbua, 


thro' the Vilderneſi of this World, to the 


Land of our Heavenly Canaan. Let us far- 
ther reflect how apt we are to ſtartle at every 
Difficulty; to cry, There are Lions ! there are 
Liont in the Way! There are the Sons of Anack 
to be grappled with, e er we can poſſeſs the 


promiſed Land How prone we are with Lat's 


Wife to look wiſhfully back on our Spinitua! 


Sodom, or witk the fooliſh Hraelites, to long 


again for the Fleſb- Pots of Egypt, and to return 
to our former natural State of Bondage and 
Slavery, Conſider this, my Brethren, and 
ſee What à bleſſed Privilege it will be to have 
a Set of Iſraelites indeed. about us, always re- 
minding, us of the Folly of any ſuch cowardly 
Deſign, and of the intolerable'Miſery we ſhall 
run into, if we err inthe walls Hears of the 
ume. rad | 921 


Mon E miche be faid on this WED. 
did not the Limits of a Diſcourſe, of this Na- e 
fate, oblige me to haſten. to 9 a | 


Tu In 
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" TH 1RD Reaſon, mentioned by the Wiſe 
Man in the Text, why Two are better 

than One; namely, becauſe they can ſe- 

cure each other from Enemies without. 
And if one prevail againſt him, yet Two 
ſhall withſtand him; and a RS 
| Cord? 1s not Lao broken. | 


Hr THERTO we have ba the Ad- 
vantages of Religious Societies, as a great Pre- 
ſervative againſt falling (at leaſt dangerouſly 
falling) into Sin, and Lukewarmanefs; and that 
too, from our own Corruptions. But what 
ſays the Wiſe Son of Sirach? My Son, when 
| thou goeſt to ſerve the LoRD, prepare thy 
= Soul for Temptation: And that not — from 
inovvard, but outward Foes; particularly from 

thoſe two grand Adverſaries, the World and 
the Devil. For no ſooner will thine Eye 
be bent Heaven. ward, but the former will be 
immediately diverting it another Way, telling 
«x thee: thou needeſt not be fngular in order 
d be religious; that one may be a Chriſtian 
E. without going ſo much out of the Common 
| _ | 


No z will the Devil be ada in \ his art- 
A Inſinuations, or impious Suggeſtions to di- 


vert or terrify thee from preſſing forwards, 
that 


— — — Be 


[ x5 ] 
that thou mayeſt lay bold on the Crown of 
Life: And if he cannot prevail this Way, 
he will try another; and in order to make 
his Temptation the more undiſcerned, but 
withal more ſucceſsful, he will employ per- 
haps ſome of thy neareſt Relatives, or moſt 
powerful Friends (as he ſet Peter on our 
bleſſed Maſter) who will always be bidding 
thee ſpare thy ſelf; telling thee thou needeſt 
not take ſo much Pains, that it is not fo 
difficult a Matter to get to Heaven as ſome 
People would make of it, nor the Way ſo 
narrow as others imagine it to be. 


Bo r ſee here the Advantage of Religious 
Company; for ſuppoſing thou findeſt thy ſelf 
4 thus ſurrounded on every Side, and unable 
to withſtand ſuch Horrid (though ſeemingly 
friendly) Counſels, haſte away to thy Compa- 

nions, and they will teach thee a truer and 

better Leſſon; they will tell thee, that thou 
muſt be fngular if thou wilt be religious; 
and that it is as impoſſible for a Chriſtian,” as 
for a City ſet upon an Hill, to be hid : That 
if thou wilt be an almoſt Chriſtian (and as 
good be none at all) thou mayeſt live in the 


— «,, MS 34, c. AN Aw 


- ſame idle, indifferent, Manner as thou ſeeſt 
' moſt other People do: But if thou wilt be not 
p mT "OR but altogether a Chriſtian, they 
[1 


will 


[x6 ] 
will inform thee thou muſt go à great deal 
farther: That thou muſt not only faingly 
feel, but earneftly rive to enter in at the 
trait Gate: That there is but One Way to 
Heaven as formerly, viz. through the nar- 
row Paſſage of a ſound Conver ian: And that 
in order to bring about this mighty Work, 
thou muſt undergo a conſtant, but neceſſary, 
Diſcipline of Faſting, Watching, and Prayer. 
And that, therefore, the only Reaſon why 
' theſe Friends give thee ſuch Advice is, be- 
cauſe they are not willing to take ſo much 
Pains themſelves ; or, as our Saviaur told Pe- 
ter on a like Occaſion, becauſe they /avour 
not the Things that be of God, but the Things 


that ve of Men. 


TT HIS, then: is 3 excellent Bleſſing 
ariſing from Religious Society, that Friends can 
hereby ſecure each other from thoſe that op- 
poſe them. The Devil is fully ſenſible of this, 
and therefore he has always done his utmoſt 
to ſuppreſs, and put a Stop to the Commu- 
nion of Saints. This was his grand Artifice 


| ; xt the firſt planting of the Goſpel; to perſe- 


cute the Profeſſors of it, in order to ſeparate 
them. Which though Gop, as he always 
will, over-ruled- for the better; yet it ſhews 


wide an Enmity he has againſt Chriſtians 4. 
ſembling 
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fembling themſelves fogethtr : nor has he yet 
left off his old Stratagem; it being his uſual 
Way to entice us ' by ourſelves, in order to 
tempt us; where, by being deſtitute of one 


another's Helps, he hopes to ated us TAY, 
6808 PHE <0 41 4165 


Bur, on the contrary, knowing how his 
own' Intereſt is ſtrengthened by Society, | he 
would firſt perſuade us to neglect the Commu- 
nion f Saints, and then bid us tand in the 
Way of Sinners, hoping thereby to put us in- 
to #he Seat of the Scornful. Judas and Peter 
are melancholy Inſtances of this. The former 
had no ſooner left his Company at Supper, 
but he went out and betrayed his Maſter : . 
And the diſmal Downfal of the latter; when 
he would venture himſelf amongſt a Company 
of Enemies, plainly ſhews us what the Devil 
will endeavour to do, when he gets us by our- 
ſelves. - Had Peter kept his own Company, 
he might have kept his Integrity; but a /ingle 
Cord, alas! how quickly was it broken? Our 
Bleſſed, Saviour knew this full well, and there- 
fore it is very obſervable that he Ways 1 | 
out bis ne Two by Ta 60. at 


4 1 « 
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F #4 N D now, after ſo many. eee to be 
w from Religious Society, may we not 
2 1 Y D "ny 
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* „ 8 
1 : k 
* * 
3 


FT 
very juſtly cry out with the Wiſe Man in my 
Text, Wo be to bim that is alone; for when 


be falleth, be bath not another to lift bim 


up? When he is cold, he hath not a Friend 
to warm him; when he is aſſaulted, he hath 
not a Second to help him to withſtand his 
Enemy. 


| I now. come to my Third general Head, 
* which was to be ſhewn the ſeveral Du- 
ties incumbent on every Member of a Rel: 
gious Society, as ſuch, which are Three. — 


| Firſt, mutual Reproof ; Secondly, mutual Ex- 


hortation ; Thirdly, mutual aſſiſting and de- 
fending each other. 


F iſt, Mutual Reproof. Two are better than 
one; for when they fall, the One will 
lift up his Fellow. 


Now Reproof may be taken either in a 
more extenſive Senſe, and then it ſignifies 
our raiſing a Brother by the gentleſt Means, 
when he falls into Sin or Error: Or, in a 
more reſtrained Signification, as reaching no 


_ farther than thoſe little Miſcarriages, which 


D happen in the moſt hol y Men 
living. F 


TAX 


HE 


[ 19 1 
Tux Wiſe Man, in the Text, ſuppoſes alt © 
of us ſubject to both: For when they fall, 


- fays he (thereby implying that each of us may 


fall) the One will lift up his Fellow. From 
whence we may infer, that when any Brother 
is overtaken with a Fault, he that is ſpiri- 

tual (that is, regenerate, and knows the Cor- 
ruption and Weakneſs of Human Nature ) 
ought to reflore ſuch a one in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs: And why he ſhould do fo, the 


Apoſtle ſubjoins a Reaſon, confidering thy ſelf, 


left thou alſo be tempted: i. e. confidering thy 


own F railty, leſt thou alſo fan by the like 
Temptation. 


Wr are all frail unſtable Creatures; and 
it is merely owing to the Free Grace and good 
Providence of God that we run not into the 
ſame Exceſs of Riot with other Men. Every 
offending Brother, therefore, claims our Pity 
rather than our Reſentment, and each Mem- 
ber ſhould ſtrive who ſhould be moſt forward, 


as well as moſt gentle, in reſtoring him to his 
former State, 


Bur 8 a Perſon not to be over- 
taken, but to fall wilfully into a Crime; yet 
who art thou that denieſt Forgiveneſs to thy 
— Brother? Let him that ſtandeth take 

| | $: 2 heed 
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heed. If he fall. Take ye, Brethren, , the ho- 


7 Apoſtles as eminent Examples for you to 
learn by, how you ought to behave in this 
Matter. Conſider how quickly they joined 
the right Hand of Fellowſhip. with Peer, 
who Had o wilfully denied. his Maſter :.. for 
we find John and him together but two Days 
after, Jobn xx 2. And. Verſe 19, we. find 
(ES aſſembled with the reſt, 80 ſoon did 
they forgive, ſo ſoon aſſociate with their ſin- 
ful, yet relenting, Brother: Let us go and do 


L 
43443 


3 . 


Bb T 11 is CF nk Kind of Reproof. * 


cumbent on every Member of a Religious So- 


eiety, namely, a gentle Rebuke- for. ſome Miſ- 
.carriage or other, which though not actually 


a finful, yet may become the Occaſſon of Sin. 


This, indeed ſeems a more caſy, but perhaps 
will be found; a more difficult. Point. than.the 


©. a 44 


little Mitconduck the Pride * is in our 
Natures will ſrarte ſuffer us to brook it. But 
however ungrateful this Pill -may,-be; to: pur 
Brother, yet ( if we Rare any Concern fondo 
Welfare) it muſt be ad iniftred;, by ſome 

fr iendly Hand « or other. "By all Ran then 


11 


K | 4 let 
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let it beapplied only, like a ſkilful Phyſician, 
gild o' er the tel Medicine, and endea- 
vour, if poſſible, to deceive thy Brother. into 
Health and Schndneſs. Let 'all Bitterneſs, 
and W. rath, and Malice, and evil ſpeaking be 
put away from it. Let the Patient know 
his Recovery is the only Thing aim'd at; 

that thou delighteſt not cauſeleſily to grieve 
_ tby Brother,” and then thou can'ſt not want 
Succeſs. 


Mutual 1 is a 2 Duty Ro 
ſulting from the Words of the Text. A. 


gain, 1 Two lie e then 4 boos 
a. | | 


On32ny E, * again, 2 Wiſe Man 2 
poſes it as impoſſible for Religious Perſons to 
meet together, and not to be the warmer for 
each other's Company, as for two Perſons. to 
lie in the ſame Bed, and yet freeze with Cold. 
But now, how is it poſſible to communicate 
Heat to each other, without mutually ,irring 
up the Gift F Gop which is in us, by bro- 
therly Exhortation ? Let every Member, then, 
of a Religious Society write that zealous A- 
poſtle's Advice on the Tables of his Heart; 
See that ye exbort, and provobe one another 
to 1 5 75 and to good Works; and ſe much the 

more 


1 
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nbre as you ſee the Day of the Lok approach. 
ing. Believe me, Brethren, we have need of 
Exhortion to rouze up our ſleepy Souls, to ſet 
us upon our Watch againſt the Temptations of 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; to excite 
us to renounce ourſelves, to take up our Croſ- 
ſes, and follow our Bleſſed Maſter, and the 
glorious Company of Saints and Martyrs, who 
thro Faith have fought the good Fight, * 
are gone before us to inherit the Promiſes. 
third Part, therefore, of the A a 
Religious Society meets, ſeems neceſſary to be 
ſpent in this important Duty: For what avails 
it to have our Underſtandings enlightened by 
pious Reading, unleſs our Wills are at the ſame 
Time inclined, and enflamed by mutual Ex- 


hortation, to put it in Practice? Add to this, 
that this is the beſt Way both to receive and 


impart Light; and the only Means to preſerve 
and increaſe that Warmth and Heat which 
each Perſon firſt brought with him : Gop 
ſo ordering this, as all other Spiritual Gifts, 
that, to him that hath, i. e. improves and 
communicates what he hath, ſhall be given, 
but from him that hath not, i. e. does not im- 
prove the Heat he hath, ball be talen away even 
that which he feemed to have, So needful, fo 


eſſentially neceſſary, is Exhortation to the good 
of a Bala. 


Third| y 


* 
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Thirdly and Laſtly, The Text points out 


another Duty incumbent on every Mem- 
ber of a Religious Society, vis. to defend 
each other from thoſe that do oppoſe 
them. And if One prevail againſt him, 

yet Tuo ſhall wit hand bim; and a Three- 
fold Cord is not quickly broken. 


F HERE the Wiſe Man takes it for granted 
1 that Offences will come, nay, and that they 
\ may prevail too: And this is no more than 
a our Bleſſed Maſter has long ſince told us. Not, 
as indeed, that there is any Thing in Chriſtianity 
ls itſelf that has the leaſt Tendency to give riſe 
* to, or promote ſuch Offences: No, on the 


ne contrary, it breathes nothing but Unity and 
X- Love. 


is, | 

nd Bor ſo it is, that ever ſince the fatal Sen- 
ah tence pronounced by Gop, after our firſt Pa- 
ich rents Fall, viz. I will put Enmity between 


OD thy Seed, and her Seed; He that 1s born after 
the Fleſh, that is, the unregenerate, uncon- 
and verted Sinner, has, in all Ages, perſecuted bim 
en; that is born after the Spirit: and ſo it always 
im- will be. Accordingly we find an early Proof 
given of this in the Inſtance of Cain and 
Abel; and of Iſhmael and Iſaac; of Jacob 
and Eſau afterwards, And, indeed, the whole 


Bible 


( 24 a 
Bible contains little elſe but an Hiſtory of 
the great and continued Oppoſition between 
the Children of this World and the Chil- 
dren of Gop.. The. firſt Chriſtians were re- 
markable Examples of this; and tho' thoſe 
troubleſome Times, bleſſed be Gov; are now 
over, yet the Apoſtle has laid it down as a ge- 
neral Rule, and all that are ſincere, can expe- 
rimentally” prove the Truth of it, That, hey 
that will live godly in CyRisT IESuS 
muſt (to the End,of the World, in ſome De- 
gree or other) /# uffer Perſecution, That, there- 
fore, this may not make us deſert our Bleſſed 
Maſter's Cauſe, every Member. ſhould unite 
their Forces, in order to ſtand againſt it. 
And for the better effecting this, each would 
do well, from Time to Time, to communi- 
cate his Experiences, Grievances, and 'Temp- 
_ tations, and beg his Companions (firſt aſking 
Gop's Aſſiſtance, without which all is no- 
thing) to adminiſter Reproof, Exhortation, 


or Comfort, as his Caſe requires: So that /f 


One cannot prevail againſt it, yet two. ſhall 
withſtand it, and a Three-fold, much leſs a 
* Cord will not be quickly broken. 


Bur it is Time for me to proceed to the 
Fourth general Thing propoſed, viz. to 

| draw an Inference or two from what has 
been ſaid. 
| AND 
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Ax p Firſt, then, if Two are better than 
One, and the Advantages of Religious Soctety 
are ſo many, and ſo great, then it is the Du- - 
ty of every true Chriſtian to ſet on foot, eſta- 

bliſh, and promote, as much as in him lies, 
Societies of this Nature. And I believe we 
may venture affirm that if ever a Spirit of 
true Chriſtianity is revived in the World, it 
muſt be brought about by ſome ſuch Means 
as this. Motives, ſurely, cannot be wanting, 
to ftir us up to this commendable and neceſ- 
fary Undertaking: For, granting all hitherto 
advanced to be of no Force, yet methinks the 
ſingle Conſideration that great Part of our 
Happineſs 1 in Heaven will conſiſt gin the Com- 
munion of Saints; or that the Intereſt as well 
as Piety of thoſe Sectariſts that differ from us, 
is ſtrengthened and ſupported by nothing more 
than their frequent Meetings; either of theſe 
Confiderations, I ſay, one would think, ſhould 
induce us to do our utmoſt to copy after their 
good Example, and ſettle a laſting and pious 
Communion of the Saints on Earth. Add to 
this, that we find the Kingdom of Darkneſs 
eſtabliſhed daily by ſuch like Means ; and ſhall 
not the Kingdom of CHRIS A be ſet in Op- 
poſition againſtit ? Shall the Children of Belial 
aſſemble and ſtrengthen each other in Wick- 
edneſs; and ſhall not the Children of Go 
E unite, 


261 
unite, and ſtrengthen themſelves in Piety ? 
Shall Societies on Societies be countenanced for 


Midnight Revellings, and the promoting of 


Vice, and ſcarcely one be found intended for 


the Propagation of Virtue ? Be aſtoniſhed, O 
Heavens, at this! 


Bu T this leads me to a Second Inference, 
namely, to warn Perſons of the great Dan- 
ger thoſe are in, who either by their Sub- 
ſcriptions, Preſence, or Approbation, pro- 
mote Societies of a quite oppoſite Nature 
to Religion. 


Ap here I would not be underſtood to 
mean only thoſe publick Meetings which are 
deſigned manifeſtly for nothing elſe but Re- 
vellings and Banquetings, for Chambering and 
Wantonneſs, and at which a modeſt Heathen 
would bluſh to be preſent ; but alſo thoſe ſeem- 
ingly innocent Entertainments and Meetings 
which the Politer Part of the World are fo 
very fond of, and ſpend ſo much Time in : 
But which, notwithſtanding, keep as many 
Perſons out of a Senſe of True Religion, as In- 
temperance, Debauchery, or any other Crime 
whatever. Indeed, whilſt we are in this 
World, we muſt have proper Relaxations, to 
#61 us both for the Buſineſs of our Profeſſion 

and 
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and Religion. But then, for Perſons who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, that have ſolemnly 
vow'd, at their Baptiſin, to renounce the Va- 
nities of this ſinful World; that are command- 
ed in Scripture to abſtain from all Appear- 
ance of Evil, and to have their Converſation 
in Heaven, For ſuch Perſons as theſe to ſu 

port meetings, that (to ſay no worſe of them) 
are vain and trifling, and have a natural Ten- 
dency to draw off our Minds from Gop, is 
abſurd, ridiculous, and finful, Surely Two are 
not better than One in thisCaſe. No; it's to be 
wiſhed there was not one to be found con- 
cerned in it. The ſooner we forfake the a/- 


ſembling ourſelves together in ſuch a Manner, 


the better; and no Matter how quickly the 
Cord that holds ſuch Societies (was it a thou- 
ſand Fold) is broken, 


Bur you, Brethren, have not ſo learnt 
CRHRISTH : But on the Contrary, like true Diſ- 
ciples of your Lo RD and Maſter, have, by. 
the Bleſſing of Gop (as this Evening's Solem- 
nity abundantly teſtifies) happily formed your- 
ſelves into ſuch Societies, which it duly at- 
tended on, and improved, cannot but ſtrengthen 
you in your Chriſtian Warfare, and mage you 
fruilful in every good Word and Work, © 


ES WHAT 
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WU Ax remains for me to do, but as was 


- propoſed in the laſt Place, to cloſe up what 
Has been ſaid, in a Word or Two, by Way of 


Exhortation from the whole, and to beſeech 
you, in the Name of our Loxp Ixsus CuRIsT, 
to go on in the Way you have begun; and 
by a conſtant conſcientious Attendance on your 
reſpective Societies, to diſcountenance Vice, 
encourage Virtue, and build each other up in 


the Knowledge and Fear of G ov. 


ONLy permit me to ſtir up your pure 
Minds, by Way of Remembrance, and to ex- 
hort you, i there be any Conſolation in CuRI1sT, 
any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, again and again, 


to conſider, that as all Chriſtians in general, 


ſo all Members of Religious Societies in parti- 
cular, are in an eſpecial Manner, as Houſes 


built upon an Hill; and that therefore it highh- 


ly concerns you to walk circumſpectiy towards 
thoſe that are without, and to take heed 10 
yourſelves, that your Converſation, in common 
Life, be as becometh ſuch an open and peculiar 
Profeſſion of the Gofpel of CHRIST Know- 
ing that the Eyes of all Men are upon you, 
narrowly to inſpect every Circumſtance of your 
Behaviour; and that every notorious wilful 
Miſcarriage of any ſingle Member will, in 

ſome 
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ſome Meaſute, redound to the Scandal and 
Diſhonour of your whole Fraternity, |. 


1 v R, therefore, my beloved Brethren, 
to let your Practice correſpond to your Pro- 


falion: And think not that it will be ſufficient 


for you to plead at the laſt Day, Lok D, have 
we not aſſembled ourſelves together in thy 
Name, and enliven'd each. other, by * ng 
Pſalms and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs ? For, 
verily, I ſay unto you, notwith ſtanding this, 
our Bleſſed Lo RD will bid you depart from 
him; nay, that you ſhall receive a greater 
Damnation, if, in the Midſt of theſe great Pre- 
tenſions, you are found to be Workers of Ini- | 


iguity. 


Bur Gov forbid that any ſuch Evil ſhould. 
befal you; that there ſhould be ever a 7u- 
das, ever a Traitor amongſt ſuch diſtinguiſh- 
ed Followers of our Common Maſter, ' No, 
on the contrary, the Excellency of your Rules, 
the Regularity of your Meetings, and more 
eſpecially your pious Zeal in aſſembling in 
ſuch a publick and folemn Manner, fo fre- 
quently in the Year, perſuade me to think 
that you are willing not barely to /eem, but to 
be in Reality, Chriſtians; and hope to be found 
at the Laſt Day, what you would be * 

e 
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ed now, viz. Holy, Sincere Diſciples of a 
Crucified Redeemer. 


"On, may you always continue thus mind- 
ed! and make it your daily, conſtant En- 
deavour, both by Precept and Example, to 
turn all you converſe with, more eſpecially 
thoſe of your own Societies, into the ſame 
moſt bleſſed Spirit and Temper, Thus will 
you adorn the Goſpel of our Lo RD IJESwss 
CHR1sST in all Things: Thus will you anti- 
cipate the Happineſs of a future State, and by 
attending on, and improving the Communion 
of Saints on Earth, make yourſelves meet to 
Join the Communion and Fellowſhip of the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, of the Holy 
Angels, nay, of the Ever Blefled and Eternal 
Go in Heaven. 


Mbich God of his infinite Mercy grant, thro 
JesUs CHRIST our LoRD; fo whom 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
Three Perſons, and One Eternal Gop, 
be aſcribed as is moſt due, all Honour and 
Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, 
nou, and for ever. 
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Books printed for and fold by James HuTToON, 
at the Bible and Sun, next the Roſe Tavern without 
Temple-Bar. 


I. 9 HE Country Parſon's Advice to his Pariſhioners; 

in two Parts. I. containing a plain and ſerious Ex- 
hortation to a Religious and Virtuous Life. II. General 
Directions how to live accordingly. The Second Edition, 
I2MO. | 


II. Private Prayers for every Day in the Week, and for 
the ſeveral Parts of each Day : Tranſlated from the Greek 
Devotions of Biſhop Andrews ; with Additions, by George 
Stanhope, D. D. late Dean of Canterbury; and a Preface, 


in which is contained ſome Account of the Reverend 
Authors. 


TH. A ſerious Exhortation to Repentance and Sorrow 
for Sin, and a ſtrict and mortified Life: written about the 
middle of the Fourth Century, by St. Ephraim the Syrian 
Deacon of Edeſſa. Tranſlated into Engliſh from the Greek 
and Latin Verſions compared. Price 6 d. or Forty Shillings 
an Hundred to thoſe who give them away. 


IV. A Collection of Forms of Prayer for every Day in 
the Week. The Third Edit. on a large Letter, Price 6d. 


Where may be had, B1iBLEs, Common-Prayer Books, 
Books of Piety and Devotion, Divinity, Law, Phy- 
ſick, exc. exc. FN : 
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